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EDITOR’S COMMENT 


OR many years the editors of Surgery, Gyne- 

cology and Obstetrics have attempted through 

the International Abstract of Surgery to fur- 
nish its readers readable and trustworthy ab- 
stracts of the world’s best surgical literature. 
With few exceptions these abstracts have been 
prepared by practicing surgeons, and a multitude 
of favorable comments from year to year have 
stimulated the editors to attempt constantly to 
improve the quality of the material presented 
and to make as certain as possible that no worth 
while contributions to surgical thought were over- 
looked. From time to time collective reviews on 
important subjects have been presented, and 
these reviews for the most part have been collec- 
tive rather than critical; in other words, the 
author has attempted to present fairly and with- 
out bias the views of the various surgeons whose 
work and opinions were reported, and has not 
presumed to pass judgment, favorable or un- 
favorable, upon them. 

In accordance with the expressed wishes of a 
considerable group of our subscribers whose 
opinions were sought the bibliography of current 
literature will be discontinued and the space thus 
made available devoted to the presentation of 
additional abstracts and reviews. 

Beginning with this issue two new features are 
being added to those which have become definite 
and permanent parts of the Abstract. Under the 
title “Surgery and the Basic Sciences” there will 
appear every second month a review of recent 
experimental work in physiology, biochemistry, 
pathology, and allied sciences which is of interest 
to the thoughtful surgeon, and in reviewing such 
work the editor will attempt to point out the 
significance and possible application of the study 
in question to practical surgical problems. It is 
hardly necessary to point out the value of an 
authoritative review covering the subjects in 
question nor to remind our readers how closely 
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surgical progress is linked with the developments 
that are taking place in the field of experimental 
medicine and surgery. Obviously the preparation 
of such a review requires an extensive knowl- 
edge of the basic sciences, a wide experience in 
experimental surgery, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the problems of clinical surgery. It is 
our good fortune and that of our readers to have 
obtained the consent of Dr. Andrew C. Ivy, Pro- 
fessor of Physiology at Northwestern University 
Medical School, to assume the responsibility of 
editing this bimonthly review. 

Under the title ‘Principles of Surgical Prac- 
tice” there will appear on alternate months a 
discussion of important clinical problems with 
particular reference to physiology, pathology, and 
treatment. It is our belief that one must look 
backward from time to time at the methods, the 
successes, and failures of the past and try to de- 
termine on the basis of known physiological and 
pathological facts whether present day treatment 
is logical, well considered, and effective, and in 
what ways it can be improved. This questioning 
attitude is of particular importance with reference 
to the common everyday problems of surgical 
practice, so often met and dealt with in routine 
fashion and sometimes in a fashion that seems to 
ignore completely underlying and well estab- 
lished surgical principles. The problems of 
wound healing and of infection, osteomyelitis, 
the treatment of raw surfaces, of burns, of simple 
and compound fractures, of acute appendicitis, 
of acute cholecystitis, the choice of anesthetic, 
pre-operative preparation and postoperative care 
—are only a few of many important subjects that 
seem to us to call again for thoughtful and serious 
consideration. 

In looking backward over these problems it 
will be our effort to present discussions by men of 
wide clinical experience and to emphasize par- 
ticularly the question of surgical treatment. 
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